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Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 September 2003. 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final . 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

t)M Olaimfs) 1-8.10 and » is/ai 
4a) Of the above daim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claims 1-8.10 and 11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objeclion to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)M All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certifi ed copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/830,090 . 
3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
I hat t n i I I i it 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kishida et al (U.S. Patent 4, 478,903) in view of Kitazaki et al (U.S. 
Patent 5, 820,979) and Park et al (U.S. Patent 4,91 1 ,976). 

Kishida et al disclose a composite plastic sheet made of polystyrene base sheet 
laminated with a conductive covering layer by co-extrusion. The polystyrene base sheet 
and the conductive covering layer are prepared using high impact strength polystyrene 
(Example 1). Kishida et al also disclose polystyrene base resin such as homopolymer of 
styrene, high impact polystyrene, styrene-butadiene block copolymer etc (col. 3, lines 
10-32). Kishida et al also suggest addition of additives such as liquid paraffin, mineral 
oils or lubricants in the covering layer (col. 4, lines 18-21). Kishida et al's process of 
making composite is similar to the method disclosed in the instant invention (col. 4, lines 
44-60). Kishida et al disclose a thickness of composite from 0.1 to 3.0 mm and the 
thickness of the covering layer between 2 and 70% of the total thickness of the 
composite (col. 4, line 67 to col. 5 line 20). In Example 1, the composite sheet having 
0.5 mm total thickness, i.e. 0.4 mm thick base sheet and 0.1 mm thick cover layer. 
Therefore when composite sheet having thickness of higher than 1 .5 mm to 3.00 mm 
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would result in article having cover layer thickness which will fall in the claimed range 
(i.e. as disclosed in Example: 80% thickness of base sheet and 20% thickness of cover 
layer. Thus 1 .5 mm thick composite will have 1 .2 mm base sheet and 0.3 mm (i.e. 300 
microns) cover layer. Kishida et al fail to teach claimed amount of lubricant and adding 
additives using concentrate of additive in the resin. 

Kitazaki et al teach use of lubricant in an amount from 0.1 to 0.5 parts by weight 
per 100 parts by weight of resin (col. 3 lines 13-27). Kitazaki et al' polymer is a styrene 
based polymer such as hydrogenated styrene butadiene block copolymer. 

Park et al disclose use of additive in the form of master batch in the 
polypropylene resin to use as an additive in the polypropylene resin (col. 3 lines 23-27). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of this invention made to utilize discloser of Kitazaki et al and Park et ai in the 
invention of Kishida et al to prepare master batch of lubricant using the resin which is 
used for making the layer and use concentrate to result in an amount disclosed by 
Kitazaki et al in the final cover layer. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed September 29, 2003 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. In reference to rejection of claimed under 35USC 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over Kishida et al (U.S. Patent 4, 478,903) in view of Kitazaki et al 
(U.S. Patent 5,820,979) and Park et al (U.S. Patent 4,91 1 ,976), applicants mainly argue 
that the claim 1 as amended exclude conductive carbon black from the composition of 
the outer layer while Kishida et al's outer layer contains conductive carbon black. 
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Applicants further argue that Kitazaki et al do not disclose claimed thermoplastic 
polymers and park et al reference is directed to a multilayer film made of polyolefin. 

These argument are unpersuasive because the amended claim 1 reads on 
kishida et al's surface layer containing conductive carbon black because the conductive 
carbon black is also a pigment and/or filler. Thus amended claim 1 does not exclude 
carbon black. Kitazaki et al reference is used to show amount of lubricant used in the 
styrene based polymers and Park et al reference is used for teaching addition of small 
of additives to polymers using master batch of additive <s). 

4. Receipt of Information Disclosure Statement filed with the application is 
acknowledge and has been made of record. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to D. S. Nakarani whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1512. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 7:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul J. Thibodeau, can be reached on (571) 272-1516. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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